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| ghtham Mote

Its |ate-Medieval Economic and Geogral:)hica!
Context
Philip Stott '
“This rogal throne of kings, this sceptrecl isle,
This earth of majestg, this seat of Mars.’
(William Shakespeare, c.1595: John of Gaunt, Act 2, Scene B
1 “The Life and Death of King Richard the Second”) {

© Philip Stott, 2019
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Deﬁning | ate-Medieval

Over—-Peclantica”g, for Englancl) the Late-
Medieval Period (Late Middle Ages) is often |8 LGS
defined as 1272-1485, between the Higlﬁ gl ~
Middle Ages (1066-1272) and the Earlg
Modern Period (14-85-c.1800).

L
J

It 1s seen to begin with the re-establishment
Ay PRV

and it ends with the accession of the Tudor & =

{ » : % PR
‘ oy %
,.~ .'..1> ,/

TN\
of Rogal authoritg bg Edward 1 (r.1272-1307), ‘5 [ B N

clgnastg (—ienrg VII, r. 1485-1509).
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lghtham Mote: Part of a

well-ordered societg

|

c 1

f:verg asl:)ect of rural Ihce, every chance to use or

sell resources, continued to be closelg scrutinised,

and decisions were local in nature.’

[Mir Rubin) 2006. ‘The Hollow Crown. A Historg of Britain in the Late
Middle Ages.’ | ondon: Penguin Books: P.ZO]]
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‘Plers Ploughmaﬂ

A fair field full of folk - found 1'in between,

Of all manner of men - the rich and the poor,
Working and wanclering - as the world asketh.
Some Put them to Plow - and Plagecl little enough)
At setting and sowing - theg sweated right hard
And won that which wasters - bg gluttony clestrog
.. And some chose trade - theg fared the better,
As it seemeth to our sight - that such men thrive.’

[Prologue: William Langlancl (late-C14) ;
llustration from the Luttrell Psalter (c.1320-1340) . © British Librarg 1
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How Mang Folk?

* 1250-1548: stable/rise,
1315-17 fall; 348-1420.
decline (25-60%) . Poll
Tax 1577 (14 years
old): 1,361,478 (alt. est.

2 million);

* | ondon: 25,000 [<2%]
(35,000); cf. Florence
iﬂ ]551: 54’,000;

» Holland (Lincs): 54 per
square mile ; Norfolk:
4-8; Kent: 200
Sussex: 20-50; Devon:
10 ZO (1577 )

[The Queen Mary Psalter (c.1310-20).
© British Libraxy]
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1800." Cambridge: CUP: Fig, 30, p 232]
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[H.C. Darbg (ed.), 196%. ‘An Historical Geogral:)hg of Englancl before A.D.
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. The Long Fourteenth
Centu Yy

General Context
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5 exl:)ansion of

‘overshot’ mi”s;
* Edward Il (@ T

* [515-22. The Great

Famine;

* 152%: Venetian ga”egs at
Southampton;

» Edward Ill (1527-77);

2 Some Keg Dates

* 1%%7-145%: Hundred

Years’ War (top: Crécy);

* 1548-50: The Black
Death; 1361-62/69:

* 1%61: Justices of the
FPeace Act;

& Richard Il (1577-99);

* 1581: Peasants’ Revolt.
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victorg by King of
Scots, Robert the
Bruce, against the

army of Edward Il

* Treaty of E:clinburgh-
Northampton (1%28):
inclepencﬂence of
Scotlancl; Bruce; and
his SUCCESSOrs, the

right?ul rulers.

[I440s, Walter Bower's ‘Scotichronicon’;
carliest image of the Battle (CorPus
Christi Co”ege) Cambriclge}]
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Frexit: Loss of France

+ The Hundred Years’ War ended in
95" Englancl was left bereft of
its Continental Possessions, save

on|9 Calais;

* Angjoint monarchg was over.
Despite feted victories, like Crecy
(546) & Agincourt (1415), with
the Battle of Castillon (17 Julg) :
Gascony was ﬁna”9 lost, gained
500 years earlier in 152 bg
Englancl’s Founding Plantagenet
king Henry Il (r.1154-1189),
through his marriage to Eleanor

of Ac]uitaine.

100 MiLES

EXTENT OF
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Rge and the War

2 |
| o P
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‘-Biuxu [

* 1249/ earlg C14(?): il e @ 158]: stone citg wa”s;

‘YPrcs’ Tower bui |t; four gates;

* 1%39: French sack 52 ® 1449 French attack.
houses and a mi l; &, Town defences onlg
154-0: the Lanclgate Par’cial Yy 5ucce551cu|;
built (above): builcliﬂgs burned;

e H77 Rye sacked for a * [58l: Cooling Castle

second time; licensed.
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Quote for your Exam!

“This decisive battle of the world [Crécg, 134-6] was
| Fought cluringa total eclil:)c;e of the sun and natura”g
ended in a comple’ce victory for the All-Black Prince,

e g e s gy e Smea o ol w

who very romantica”9 “won his Spurs” ]39

slaug}wtering one-third of the French nobilitg.’
[From: W. C. Sellar and R. J. Yeatman:, 19%0. 1066 and All That’. Ch. XXIv]

Now I’'m mort,

everyone tries to

blacken my
name!
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Z.Geographg & Economg

An Agro-] ndustrial Revolution
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lgl’ltlﬁam Mote
Greensand

Weald Clag

[From: Terence |awson & David Ki”ingrag (ecls), 2004. ‘An Historical Atlas of Kent.’
Chichester: Phillimore: P- ]
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| ower Greensancl

* l\/\ainlg arenaceous
sanclstones; named
atter presence of
glauconite; often poor

soils) thouglﬂ varied:

* ComPrises Atherfield
Clag; Hgthe, Sanclgatq
and Folkestone Beds;

Maidstone area gielcls:

& Sanclgate Beds:

Fullers E‘ar’th, a clag
used for cleaning

(‘Fu”ing’} woollen cloth:

- b. Hgthe Beds:

'Kentish ragstone’, a

Hue-grcg sandstone
with a I’wigh % of lime, of
which the Mote is built.

16
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Greensancl Commons

o The soils consist “... of a poor cold loam ...
a wet stitH c!ag .. but the Principal Part
abounds in gravel and sand ... covered with

furze and fern, interspcrsecl with patches

of grass, and feed some lean cattle and

half-starved SI’ICCP. b

[Uohn Boys, Report on Kent to the Board of Agriculture)
1796]
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Upper Streams

* The Shode is the main * The Atherfield Clag

river of lghtham Parish; Procluces various

* A tributarg rises north
of Oldburg Hill at
Stgants Bottom;

ghtham, W

<xnown as t

* It flows through

streams, like those at
the Mote and the
Plaxtol SPout;

o There are also many

WC”S ancl SW8”OW l‘lOI@SJ

nere it is
as at Reclwe”, where

ne Busty: : :
vE iron ore tints the water.

TR A P —
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FErces, Wool, e

o 14th centurg wool
duties contributed
one-third of the total

revenues of the realm;

® i lunc 7+ Gcogreg
Chaucer was made
ComPtro”er of Wool

Customs, | ondon. He
resided on Wool Whart.

I wol have monele, wo”e,

chese, and Whete,
Al were it yeven of the
Povereste page,
Or of the Povereste wgclwe In

a \/i”age...’

[From the Prologue to The
Pardoner’s Tale’,
‘Tales of Caunterburg' (1587-1400) ]
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| mPortanc:e of Sheep

‘I thank Gocl, and ever sha“,
It is the sheep hath Pai& forall...’

[Jolm Barton, wool merchant of the Staple of Calais) |

in a window of his house]
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Rgelancl Sheep

g Possnblg bred bg the

monks of | eominster;

* Shor’t—-woo”ccﬂ; staplc
c. 8-10 cm;

* Eclil:)sed 139 rise of the

moclem ClOWﬂ bl’ééClS;

* Medieval long-wool

like modern Romneg.

21
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WOOL PRICES IN
ENGLAND
* 1343 -

Marks
per sack

»—-w"\

nes

[H.C. Darbg (ecl.), 1963. ‘An Historical Geographg of Englancl before A.D.
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1800. Cambridge: CUP: Fig, 36, p 245]
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Wool Exports

EXPORTATION OF WOOL

FROM KENT & SUSSEX
1289-90

A$ Englshvessed [ Weal

Bar Al - ghrpad 'm:
Verorl of urbus . .

O ity T ES <+ <0

% P 20 Soale of Sacks
6P 3B W fraleof Miler

e

(WINCHELSEA & PEVENSEY 1238-9) | pochestar

[H.C. Darbg (ecl.)) 196%. ‘An Historical Geographg of England before A.D. 1800

Cambridge: CUP: Fig, 53, p 310]
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M\ REORIENTATION OF
o THE ITALIAN WOOL
2 EXPORT 'TRADE
S A IF-15™ CENTURIES
14,

italian Wool Trade

_}
ceez=d> 138 Cembury
‘} — 1S5 .
A
|
3 [H.C. Darbg (ed.), 1963, ‘An Historical Geographg of E‘nglancl before A.D.
1800’ Cambriclge: COPEEO, P 312]
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» Under Richard 1], the }Z}é“]
cloth inclustrg sPreacl

ENGLISH CLOTH IND!

THE LATE I ¢
oo mate Ayerage !

From the towns to rura|

arcas;

B T el T L - uy e e Py

» Mechanical advances in

Fu”ing mills great19 t
facilitated this move, |
creating an ‘agro-
industrial revolution’.
[H.C. Darby (ed.), 1963. ‘An Historical Geography of England before A.D. 1800 ‘,
Cambridge: CUP: Fig, 39, p 250] t
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‘Overshot’ Power

OverShot (70%) BreastShot (50%) UnderShot (20%)

Weight of available water to do work

makes ‘overshot’ wheels hig]ﬂly e?ﬁcient,
with ratings of up to 70% to 90%. Needs a
drop of CEOm=- thus best aclaptecl to

upper va”eg streams.

o E - e -
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Medieval ‘Overshot’ Mill
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Tarming

+ Tanningwas a clirtgjob,
even bg Medieval
standards. After
trimming, the tanner
rinsed the skins in a
stream or well; hair was
removed bg 5cra|3ing
and rotting in urine or

wood ash and lime;

* Treated with clog or
Pigeon excrement;
washed in water:

sreserved with bark in

Hits until required

colour attained.
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Pigs

2 Pannage: autumn

* Medieval Pigs were

Fattening of Pigs on small, difficult to fatten
acorn/beech mast; in winter, and a rare
delicac ;
\ lghtham: c.1,200 acres J
of ‘beechewood’; * Often in wood
pannage for up ta 20 Pastures; swineherds

DIgS IN a goocl years; alwags carried sticks.

[From the Queen Mary Psalter (c.1310-20): beating
down mast for pannage. © British Librarg]

29
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Deer Parks

o The Archbis nop of * The West was 152 acres,
Canterburg had two the East 98 acres. The
deer Par|<s at Wrotlnam) herds were Fallow Deer
the West and East and tlﬁeg were fed hag;

Parks. The West Park
abutted onto | g}wtham

Parish, and this was

o I e oaks were
felled for local use and

elsewhere. The Parks

also known as lghtham
Park. Tlﬁeg existed ]:)3
at least 128%;

also a”owecl the

Practice of agistment.

50
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Wrotham Deer Parks

... ” -* - M“ .\. -
A g o=’ ,/ ""‘” ."..
\ " 7 Cn » o
: / Corner Sowv

IGHTHAM PARISH g

é p2SOm | 7
lgh'tham Lourt | Wweyds  [flsorovan creen /

[Jagne Semple, 2008. ‘The Medieval Deer Parks of Wrotham.”’

Archacologia Cantiana, Vol. 128: Fig. 2]
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Brewing and Coppicing

* Brewing: in 1586: at
Maidstone, a third of
all households engaged

in home brewing; on

average, adults drank 5,

Pints of ale per day; ale
was made from grain,
water, fermented with

yeast (no hops} ;

° Coppicing: woods in
South East E‘ngland

WEI'C managecl

year cycle, 9ie

fuel Faggots (!

on an -

cling

DU ﬂC”CS

of sticks), small

timbers, and timber,

increasinglg bound for
the London market.

I
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Fish Ponds

* Fish Ponds & stew
~onds (where fish were

ourged of mudﬂg water

before cooking; bream
and Pike; no evidence

for carp before c Ha):

* Lay ‘ngslnc’ clags:
Wecﬂnesclags, F‘riclays
and Saturclags; L ent;

2 Managecl by clraining
down and sorting the
entire Popula‘cion at set

Periocls (GO 3ear5) :

* A uxury ( most ate salt

fish); commercial
Proc:luction burgeonecl
between 1500 and o0
as bg the Thames.

- P & o = ol T
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Inheritance in Kent

+ Gavelkind: sgstem of

land tenure mainlg In
Kent (+ parts of Ireland
& Wales); of Irish
origjn, ‘Gavail-kinne’,

‘1Cami|9 settlement’;

« | and divided equa”g
among sons or other

aPPomtecl helrs;

A dowagcr entitled to

one—-hahc a childless
widow inherited half of

the estate, as a tenant,

SO lOﬂg as SI"IC

remained unmarried:

«» Abolished under the
Administration of
Cstates Act, 1925.
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Taxpa yer Density 1334 /5
Taxpayer Density per Thousand Acres
Hundred of ,.\.,
Wrotham ‘ | ‘ lghtham
J‘ | g Mote
b‘? ol 2alP
! ). — , .
L
Aylestord . P
. = "
=
[From: Terence Lawson & David Ki”ingrag (eds), 2004. ‘An :
Historical Atlas of Kent.” Chichester: Phillimore: P- 58] :
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Tax Assessment 1534 /5

Tax Assessment per Thousand Acres

Hundred of
Wrotham

l ghtham
Mote

-: -‘. "‘.":.

[ [PPRE
_—

[From: Terence Lawson & David Ki”ingray (eds), 2004. ‘An

Historical Atlas of Kent.” Chichester: Phillimore: P- 58]
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Eaalada . 1

Rd, Herchamp 25, 1A, Walt. son of Ralph de
Nich, atte Fenne 122, Od. Stikelbo 2« 0Od.
Robt. Stroket 16, Od. Walt, do Croulonde s, 8d.
Rd, Bounde Is. 4d. Rd, le Coun la.  4d.
Wm. Acard Be. 44. Rob. Wolford 2. 0d,
Jn, atte Fenne 2. 04, Wm, stte Halo e, Od,
Robt. atte Fenno Is. 84, Ralph Bakere ls. 4d.
Jn. Ketel 3. O R4 Re 22 Od.
Robt. de Wynefeld Js. O Jn. G«r\:;n la.  dd
Jon. ds Ledes Ja. Ol WmuleW 22 04,
Geoff. Giloberd Js. Od.  Steph. Sterre 22, Od
Rd. atte Hale Gs. Od.  Steph. Lorel 26, M
Juo. stto Werthe ls. Gd. Jn. de Boerdosolo 3= Od
Thoa, Walreund 10s. Od, Wm. atte Senthe 2. 6d.
Rd, atte Bourne 25, Od. Rog. Sorang’ 2 04
Adam Smyth 1s. 4d. Sim, le Ros Is. Od.
Walt. le Hore Gs. Od. Wm. lo Smyth 8. Od
Rd. Derman Is, 6d. Thos, de Eytonn da.  4d.
Jn. Yol s,  Sd. h. atte Heoche 4a, I
Robt, Follere 35, 4d.  Nich, de Mikelfelde 24, Od
Wm, Bertyn 25, 04 R, Bakere 45 O
Walt., Makefoir 3. 04, Acard de Aldcham ls. 44,
Jn. Lou 35, Od,  Jn Bede 3 O,
Benedict Wollriche 3. 64,  Jn, Smoertoker 24,  Od.
Rd. de Elderbory 25 Od,
. 1 Jn. Ha  Od,
n, Fol 25, Ol W Moraunt 35, 4d,
In, Kyng le. d0d, do Pocham 10s. 0Od.
Wi Wolfriche 40, Od. Jo. Farman 48,  Od.
Jn. Lefhorghe 40, Od. Wm, atte Hecocho 3 Od.
Wi, Tayllour Is.  Od. W, stte Hoke Is. 4d.
Matilda Wolfriche ls. Gd. Robt. Pary 2e.  Od.
Ju. stte Thome 2. Od. W, de Ospringe 2¢. Od.
W, le Reade Ja. 4d. Mabel lo Hore ds. Od.
1R, e Resdde 1s. 64, Robt, de Croulonde 4. Od
Laur, de Holodene J5. Od.  Pet. de Esabe 6s. Sd.
Ju. Hendyman 3. Od. Thoe, Hore de.  Od
Bavant Sa. Od.  Jn. Hobel te. Sd.
Ju. Michal de,  Od. Steph. Farman Gs. 84,
Jn. Benoyt 2. 0d, Total £20, 15 O
Ju. Kenewy 20. Od. 102 names) [£19. 18s. 44d.)
5 Ju. Walikemde 3s. Od,
!' g:hd.(hwl . Ia. Od. Bwn‘n‘w or Waconzrsrons
: UNDRED ROTHAM yIoan m, CASHEINGSTON N
Ham BGod s d5. od P h-hh;'m 2 04 Gilbe. deO o ofd.
e, ayster % . ¥ R
on - Isolda £1. 13, 0d, Geolf. Jud ™ aﬁ.
Wid. of Wm, Mounte Is. 4d, n. G G o g.: Buagahom Ia. 0}d.
5. Roter . atte Melle o
: Pet. r 2s. Od. }tot:d u;ob = Se. Od. .‘lvord-nn Odam 1s. :; E
I ,.mbeﬂ anner ‘M n t. sons m, Horberd da, .
1 3s. Hugh atte Lane 2. 04, Jn, atto Sandhelle 1. 34
Hen, atte Hothe 28, 0d. Choun % 04, Wm, Huchoun la, ‘ﬁ'
3 Wid Of Bd dC W, o Tannere 3. Od. Wm. de Bervharme % &
T otitn ERiee, O b E el : &
: ; atte Fonmno . . n, W . "
£ i. Nopﬂkem 0s. 0d., Ovn‘é.wy Taillour 25, Od.  Walt, do Chiticrofte Bu.
Ha Pet. atte Hothe 12s, 0Od. Ju. Curteys. e ‘. 04 Wali.] I
1 Adam Abraham ds, Odl. Stikelhe S Ol Jn. Sin be 2
Raiph de Stikehelde Sx.  Od. Wi, de Deshersohe Ga.
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‘Peol:)le sought the remeclg of |aw) the
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clurabilitg of records, in eHorts to enshrine
and make safe so much that was new:

tenancies, contracts of domestic service,
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arrangements for relirement enclosure of

fields for pasture, membership In
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Lraternities.’
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[Miri Rubin, 2006. ‘The Hollow Crown. A History of Britain in the Late
Middle Ages’. | ondon: Penguin Books: P.ZO]]
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Some Further Reacling

ok A”mancl, 1988. “The Hundred Years War- E‘nglancl
and France at War, c.1500-c.1450.’ Cambriclge: CEll

H.C. Darby (ed.), 1963. ‘An Historical Geographg of

E‘nglancl J

before A.D. 1800 Cam]ariclge: G

Terence Lawson & David Ki”ingrag (eds) ,2004. ‘An

Historica

| Atlas of Kent.’ Chichester: Phillimore.

Miri Rubin, 2006. ‘The Hollow Crown. A History of

Britain in
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